THROUGH TROPIC FAIRYLANDS

Boro Budur so famous. It has been es-
timated that there are three miles of carv-
ings. The building of the temple must
have been an even more stupendous task
than the erection of the Great Pyramid
in Egypt.

To the east of Java is a chain of is-
lands, of which each one possesses strange
and wonderful scenery. The largest and
most important is the volcanic island of
Bali, which is peopled by natives similar
to those of Java, but bigger, stronger and
more primitive. Here the natives, who
are Hindus, not Mohammedans, are more
religious, especially the women and chil-
dren, who spend a great deal of their time
praying and making offerings of spice,
scent and flowers at the little temple
courts seen all over the island.

Brass Drums and Fighting-cocks

It is a wonderful sight to see the
women going to the temple with baskets
of flowers balanced on their heads.
Everything is peaceful, save when the
brass drums resound. The men, in elab-
orate attire with flowers in their hair,
bear their fighting-cocks against their
chests or in ornate gold cages.

The villages of Bali, unlike those of
Java, are enclosed by long, low mud
walls, inside which the children play hap-
pily all day long. In the south are beau-
tiful rice fields which rise up the hillsides
in terraces. These terraces are very beau-
tiful in Java, but in Bali they are even
more wonderful. Among the most in-
teresting sights to be seen in the island
are the graceful dances performed by the
young girls. The dancers are dressed
like little goddesses and go through many
elaborate poses, doubtless depicting the
story of some Hindu god.

Bali is separated by a narrow but deep
channel from the neighboring island of
Lombok, yet the animal and vegetable life
of the two islands is entirely different.
The wild life of Bali is like that of Asia,
but Lombok, with its marsupials and white
cockatoos, resembles Australia. It really
seems that the narrow channel between
these two islands definitely divides one
continent from the other.

A Vast Unexplored Region

Sumatra, astride the equator, is three
times as large as Java and thirteen times
the size of the Netherlands, but it is com-
posed largely of unexplored jungles. The
civilization of this island is probably of
Hindu origin. There are Sanskrit words
in the various native languages. And as
in Java, the Mohammedans, then the
Dutch came, and Dutch sovereignty has
gradually been extended. The British
acquired a foothold in Sumatra in 1685,
but vacated in accordance with a treaty
signed in 1824.

A vast* range of mountains called the
Barisans runs down its entire length like
a spine. Although there are many rivers,
they are too small or too rapid to be of
any use. Huge lakes and swamps, con-
taining crocodiles and crabs; dangerous
and unexplored jungles inhabited by
tigers and savages, all combine to make
Sumatra a mysterious land.

The climate is similar to that of Java,
but hotter. The inhabitants, the Achinese
as they are called, are violent, fierce, cruel
and quick to revenge an insult; and while
the3T work better than the Javanese, they
give the Dutch a great deal of trouble and
have never really been subdued. They
are jMohammedan, but much stricter ones
than the Javanese, owing to their Arab
blood. Some of them make the long
journey to Mecca and on their return
they are greatly honored by their relatives
and friends.

Like the Javanese, the Achinese have
no idea of the value of money and
squander their earnings on gambling,
cock fighting and other amusements.
They are also addicted to the smoking of
hemp, a deadly drug which sometimes
produces madness; then the smoker
seizes a native sword and runs f'amok,'J
killing anyone in his path. When this
happens, the frightened people shut them-
selves up in their houses, while the braver
men hunt down the madman.

Medan and the Rubber Plantations

Padang, the capital, is the chief town.
Here we may see the results of European
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